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extent, Clodius stood for the praetorship, and between his Detainers and
those of Milo and the other candidates, scenes of tumult and bloodshed
occurred in the streets almost daily. Pompey and the tribune T. Munatius
Plancus purposely kept the patricians from meeting' to appoint an interrex
to hold the elections. On the 20th of January, Milo, who was dictator of his
native place Lanuvium, had occasion to go thither to appoint a chief priest of
Juno Sospita, the patron deity of the place; Clodius, who had been to ha-
rangue the magistrates at Aricia, where he had a great deal of influence, hap-
pened to be returning just at. this time, and he met Milo near Bovillae, Milo
was in his carriage with his wife, the daughter of Sulla, and a friend, and he
was attended by a numerous train, among which were some of his gladiators;

DEATH OF CLODIFS
(After Mirys)

Clodius was on horseback, with thirty armed bravos, who always accom-
panied him. Two of Mile's people followed those of Clodius and began to
quarrel with them, and when he turned round to menace them, one of tbem
ran a long sword through his shoulder. The tumult then became general:
Clodius had been conveyed into an adjoining tavern, but Milo forced it,
dragged him out, and killed him outright; his dead body was thrown on
the highway, where it lay till a senator, who was returning to the city from
his cpuntry-seat, took it up and brought it with him in his litter. It was
laid in the hall of Clodius' own house, and his wife Fulvia with floods of
tears showed his bleeding wounds to the rabble who repaired thither, and
excited them to vengeance. Next morning Clodius' friends, the tribunes
Q. Poznpeius Rufus and T. Munatius Plancus, exposed it on the rostra, and
harangued the populace over it. The mob snatched it up, carried it into the
senate house, and making a pyre of the seats burned it and the house to-
gether. They then ran to Milo's house intending to burn it also, but they
were beaten off by his slaves.